
Virginia African American Advisory Board  

Meeting 

Thursday, September 3, 2020 

1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

   
12:55 p.m. Housekeeping Traci J. DeShazor 

Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth 

 

1:00 p.m. Welcome 

Call to Order 

Meeting Overview 

 

Gilbert Bland 

Chair, Virginia African American Advisory Board 

 

1:10 p.m. Approval of May Meeting Minutes and 

September Meeting Agenda 

 

Cameron Patterson 

Secretary, Virginia African American Advisory  

Board (Chair will call for a motion) 

 

1:15 p.m. Public Comment Traci J. DeShazor 

Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth  

 

1:25 p.m. Chair’s Report  

 

Gilbert Bland 

Chair, Virginia African American Advisory Board 

 

1:35 p.m. Board Administrative Update 

African American Outreach Update 

Traci J. DeShazor 

Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth  

 

2:00 p.m. Administration Update: COVID-19 

The Virginia Rent and Mortgage Relief 

Program (RMRP) 
 

 

Health Equity 
 

 

 

Rebuild Virginia Grant Fund  

 

Pam Kestner 

Chief Deputy and Acting Director of Housing, 

Virginia Department of Housing and Community 

Development 
 

Sable K. Nelson, Esq. 

Acting Director, Office of Health Equity, Virginia 

Department of Health 
 

Tracey Jeter 

Director, Virginia Department of Small Business and 

Supplier Diversity 

 

2:45 p.m. Policy Update: Special Session Report Out  Courtney Dozier 

Policy Director, Office of Governor Ralph S. Northam 
 

Nicky Zamostny 

Deputy Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland 

Security 

 

3:15 p.m. Recap: Annual Report Submission  Dr. Cheryl Ivey Green 

Vice Chair, Virginia African American Advisory 

Board 

 

3:30 p.m. Northam Administration: The Final Year Traci J. DeShazor 

Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth 

 

4:00 p.m. Committee Reports and Discussion: 

Looking Back (7 minutes each) 

Education Committee 

Public Safety and Criminal Justice Committee 

Health and the Environment Committee 

Small Black-Owned Business Committee  

  



Virginia African American Advisory Board  

Meeting 

Thursday, September 3, 2020 

1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
  

   

4:30 p.m. Remarks: Board Service  

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
Kelly Thomasson 

Secretary of the Commonwealth  
 

Gil Bland 

Chair, Virginia African American Advisory Board 
 

4:45 p.m. Closing Remarks and Announcements  

Adjournment 

 

Gilbert Bland 

Chair, Virginia African American Advisory Board 

 
 

 


